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TAGS: EGEN, MOPS, SS, MR 

SBJECT: MAURITANIAN IRON ORE PRODUCTION 

REF: NOUAKCHOTT 542 

1 . ON MAY 5 THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF SNIM, ISMAIL OULD AMAR, 

TOLD ME THAT RAIL SHIPMENTS OF IRON ORE FROM THE MINES AT 
ZOUERATE TO MINERAL PORT AT NOIDHIBOU WERE ONLY 300,000 TONS 
IN APRIL, A FIGURE FAR BLOW THAT REQUIRED TO MEET ANNUAL 

7.5 MILLION TON BREAK-EVEN POINT, NOT TO MENTION 8.5 MILLION 
TON GOAL FOR 1978 MENTIONED IN JANUARY. AMAR DESCRIBED THE 
SITUATION, WHICH HAS RESULTED FROM A COMBINATION OF POLISARIO 
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SABOTAGE OF MINERAL TRAIN AND BREAKDOWN OF MAJOR CRUSHER AT 
ZOUERATE AS "EXTREMELY SERIOUS". AMAR PRIVATELY CONCEDED 
AT PRESENT RATES OF PRODUCTION, A TOTAL OF 6 MILLION TONS 
THIS YEAR MIGHT BE A MORE REALISTIC FIGURE. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE THIS YEAR'S EXPORT LOSSES IN IRON ORE 
PRODUCTION WILL REPORTEDLY BE OFFSET BY THE TITLE II STABEX 
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PROVISION OF THE LOME CONVENTION (REFTEL), THE SHORTFALL IS 
QUITE LIKELY (THROUGH A LOWERING OF THE 5-YEAR AVERAGE FIGURE 
ON WHICH THE COMPENSATING PAYMENTS ARE BASED) TO PROVE COSTLY 
OVER THE LONG RUN. DURING MY VISIT TO INTERIOR APRIL 23-27, 

I OBSERVED DAMAGED FREIGHT CARS AND ORE STILL IN PLACE FROM 
LAST FEB 25 POLISARIO STIKE AT CANSAD0.5 KILOMETERS FROM 
NOUADHIBOU, AND AT SHOUM MARCH 25. 

IT IS EVIDENT THAT AMAR, WHO HAS RECENTLY ANNOUNCED HIS 
GOAL OF KEEPING THE TRAINS RUNNING AT ALL COSTS, IS 
HAVING HIS PROBLEMS. DECISION TO CLOSE THE IMPRESSIVE VOCA- 
TIONAL SCHOOL (CENTRE D'APPRENTISSAGE ET DE FORMATION D'AGENTS 
DE MAITRISE DE NOUADHIBOU - CAFAM ), A MODERN AND IMPRESSIVE 
TRAINING CENTER FOR MAURITANINS OF WHICH HE WAS JUSTIFIABLY 
PROUD, ESULTED FROM GRIM REVENUE PICTURE, AND EVEN FURTHER 
SACRIFICES WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE NECESSARY IF ATTACKS CONTINUE. 

KRYZA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: IRON, PRODUCTION DATA 
Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978NOUAKC01253 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 96-0348 

Format: TEL 

From: NOUAKCHOTT 

Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780579/aaaacpaa.tel 

Line Count: 80 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: eal 5b1 al -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Reference: 78 NOUAKCHOTT 542 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2749078 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CHANGED> VJT 20040928; <DBA REVIEWED> VJT 20041 1 1 8 

Subject: MAURITANIAN IRON ORE PRODUCTION 

TAGS: EGEN, MOPS, SS, MR 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ea1 5b1 al -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



